
RWI Handwriting



Handwriting Stage 1a: Letter formation  

•These letters are now taught in handwriting groups: 


•‘Around’ letters: c a o d g q 

•‘Down’ letters: l t b p k h i j m n r u y 

•‘Curly’ letters: e f s 

•‘Zig-zag’ letters: v w z x.


 
Children write on plain paper. 



Practise 

TOL as you use your mental 
checklist to write the letter  


 

Demonstrate  Review 

Check that the children are still sitting in 
the perfect handwriting position. 

Rub out the picture and any letters from 
the board – the children must not copy. 

Ask the children to write one letter, 
slowly and carefully. (Do not ask them 
to draw the handwriting picture.) 

Model again how you repeat writing 
the letter, getting a bit quicker each 
time. 


 

Write the letter on the board and make one 
error, drawing on children’s common errors. 


Ask the children to TTYP to find your ‘two 
best bits’, for example, you remembered to 
start at the 


bobble. Then ask children to TTYP to find 
‘one to fix’. 


Rewrite the letter perfectly, correcting using 
children’s feedback. 


Ask children to practise again. 


 



Let’s get ready!

feet flat on 
the floor 

bottom at the 
back of the 

chair 
body one fist 

from the table 

shoulders 
down and 

relaxed 

back leaning 
forward 
slightly 

left/right hand 
holding the 

page 

left/right hand 
ready in a 
tripod grip. 
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Handwriting Stage 1b: Relative size of letters 

‘Sun letters’: b d h k l (f 
and t are just a little bit 
smaller) 

‘Boat letters’: a c e i m n 
o r s u v w x z 

‘Water letters’: g j p q y 
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